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THE STRENGTH OF CHRISTIAN SCIENCE- 
A FINAL WORD. 

BT W. D. M'CRACKAN, NEW YORK "MEMBER OF THB CHRISTIAN 
SCIENCE PUBLICATION COMMITTEE. 



Tub strength of Christian Science lies in its practical results. 
It is a positive force. It arrests attention by its dynamics. On 
every hand people speak of the happy changes it has wrought in 
their friends or families. They know of former drunkards who 
through it have lost all desire for stimulants, morphine fiends 
who are freed from the drug, dishonest men and women made 
honest and pure, boorish and selfish persons becoming refined 
and loving, lifelong invalids rendered hale and hearty, chronic 
grumblers turned into cheery good fellows, consumptives healed, 
and the insane restored to their right minds. They see husbands 
and wives reunited and harmony enter homes where discord once 
reigned. They find gross materialists taking pleasure in spiritual 
matters, and agnostics and so-called atheists coming like little 
children to learn of the Scriptures. 

If Christian Science had done nothing more than to supply 
the "Key to the Scriptures," which has unlocked the treasures of 
the Bible to those who were once indifferent or actually hostile, 
this alone would have sufficed to earn for it the high place among 
the older Christian denominations which it is taking to-day. 

The Earl of Dunmore, writing on the subject of Christian 
Science to a London newspaper, made this striking statement: 
"Christian Science can count to-day among its followers in both 
hemispheres professional men and women of the highest class, 
scholarly ecclesiastics, students of both sexes with brilliant uni- 
versity records, officers of high scientific attainments in both 
services, statesmen, judges, lawyers, philosophers and doctors." 

Christian Scientists do not profess to be better than any one 
else; they merely claim to be better than they used to be — better- 
fathers and mothers, better children, better business men, profes- 
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sional men, artists, day laborers, or whatever their occupations 
may be, and better Christians. Their faith does not merely 
theorize about ways and means for accomplishing desirable re- 
sults. It actually reforms the sinner and heals the sick. Hun- 
dreds of thousands, probably a million, earnest and enthusiastic 
men and women have already experienced this glorious regenera- 
tion. Every Wednesday evening in every Christian Science 
Church the testimonies of those who have found health and 
happiness in this faith may be heard by visitors. The Christian 
Science denomination has now more than five hundred churches 
in various parts of the world, with reading rooms in most of the 
larger cities and in many of the smaller ones. These churches 
and reading rooms are free and open daily. Christian Scientists 
never proselyte, and they never dedicate a church building until 
it is paid for. These are substantial facts. 

Moreover, it is significant that Christian Science made its 
appearance at a time when materialism and scepticism in matters 
of religion seemed to be gaining rapidly. It found men leaving 
the churches and trying to satisfy their religious instincts by 
taking refuge in philosophic vagaries. It made these men devout 
churchgoers and punctured the claims of man-made speculative 
theories and false sciences. The tide has turned. The stream 
of modern thought flows toward Christianity and no longer away 
from it. The world is passing through a new religious birth, 
more momentous even than that of the Reformation and to be 
likened only to the beginning of the Christian era. 

This great movement is not only Christian and thus ethical 
and spiritual in its import, but it is also scientific, as its name 
of Christian Science implies. It is satisfied, however, with noth- 
ing less than an ultimate and absolute meaning for this word. 
Mrs. Eddy says in Science and Health, on page 21 : "The term 
Science, properly understood, refers only to the laws of God and 
His government of the universe, including man." This lofty 
conception throws the mind at once into the beyond of physics, 
into metaphysics, into the realm of Spirit or Mind, which is 
also the realm of the Real. This scientific aspect of Christian 
Science is being constantly confirmed and corroborated by the in- 
ventions, discoveries and independent conclusions of the more 
advanced natural scientists. The latter find that all their inves- 
tigations into matter bring them nearer to an unknown Some- 
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thing which cannot be perceived by the five physical senses, but 
whose presence is necessary in order to explain their own calcula- 
tions. This Something is Mind, God, whose laws form the real 
Science for which they are actually searching. 

Christian Science is also notably aesthetic in tendency. It 
preaches and teaches beauty as a natural expression of goodness. 
It sees no virtue in a sham spirituality which looks sickly, or 
dowdy, or sordid. It believes in happiness and good cheer and in 
abundance. It calls upon men to take possession of their material 
surroundings, lest their material surroundings take possession of 
them ; and to do this with an understanding of God as the source 
of all supply, the good Father-Mother, whose wish it is that all 
children should be fed bountifully at the parental table. Chris- 
tian Scientists, therefore, give out freely and liberate themselves 
from the hoarding instinct. They are not afraid to make their 
churches as beautiful as they can, and to rejoice in art as the 
servant of truth. This is one reason, among others, why so 
many artists, painters, musicians and actors find their spiritual 
homes in Christian Science. 

Another valuable result accomplished by Christian Science is 
the placing of man and woman upon an equal footing within its 
denominational organization. The wish for such equality has 
often been expressed by political, social, economic, as well as re- 
ligious reformers and tbe theoretical benefits stated, but Chris- 
tian Science actually practices this equality. As an example of 
this let me state that the two readers in Christian Science 
churches consist of a man and a woman, and that throughout 
the church government women are placed on a footing of entire 
equality with men. This remarkable result may well arrest the 
attention of reformers who have long fought against the tradi- 
tional belief of woman's supposed intellectual inferiority. They 
should rejoice at this notable victory, accomplished quietly and 
without noisy propaganda or popular agitation. 

As all rivalry and sense of sex superiority or inferiority 
tends to disappear in Christian Science so social distinctions lose 
their force within its ranks, and the real worth of men and women 
begins to be appreciated without preconceived prejudice. The 
same may be said of national and race hatreds. They are swal- 
lowed up in the overwhelming universal love which radiates from 
the true spiritual understanding. 
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Christian Scientists interpret the Declaration of Independence 
in a spiritual sense. They believe that "all men are created 
equal," that men are "endowed with certain inalienable rights, 
among which are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness." No 
body of people more scrupulously respect the individual rights of 
others. It is one of their cardinal principles that all men must 
work out their own problems, or in plain words must mind their 
own business. They insist upon the "right to life." They go so 
far as to say that there is no real death; that God Himself is 
Life and that He is All Power, and that, therefore, death can have 
no being, no entity, no existence. They praise "liberty" — the 
liberty of the sons of God. For what liberty can be compared to 
the freedom from the harrowing and harassing spectre called 
fear with its train of physical ills and mental and moral errors ? 
They preach "the pursuit of happiness." They pursue happi- 
ness with determination and with much success. It is their prin- 
cipal business in life to find out first what happiness is; then to 
pursue it, and to overtake and possess it, too. Whatever their 
faults may be, they are certainly not an unhappy people. Cap- 
tious critics have even accused them of being too happy! 

But serious investigators into the truths of Christian Science 
no longer question the mental, moral and physical transforma- 
tions which stand to its credit. They only ask themselves, how 
can these things be? It is plain that those ecclesiastical critics 
who cannot explain the works of Jesus, his disciples, the apostles 
and the early Christians except as miracles, cannot ask to be 
heard concerning Christian Science which shows that there are no 
miracles at all, but that these works were in accordance with 
spiritual law. Nor can those psychologists expect a hearing who 
assure us that fetichism and voodooism come under the same 
law as the healing done by Jesus. 

Christian Science heals through faith, interpreted as spiritual 
understanding — not through blind belief, or human credulity. 
This spiritual understanding is the only true knowledge, the 
only real Science, because it deals with the indestructible and 
the eternal truths of existence. To have this spiritual under- 
standing is to know God; and St. John assures us that "to know" 
God is "life eternal." 

What an exalted understanding of this Science must Peter 
have possessed, when "at the gate of the temple which is called 
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Beautiful," he could say to the lame man : "Silver and gold have 
I none; but such as I have I thee give. In the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk." And again, when he could 
say to Tabitha, lying seemingly dead upon her bed, "Tabitha, 
arise." 

In view of the very real and substantial facts which mark the 
growth of Christian Science, it is surprising that a writer in the 
September number of the North American Review should re- 
turn to the charge with an article entitled, "The Phantom 
Fortress of Christian Science." Why should he continue to pur- 
sue phantoms? It is also astonishing that this writer should 
express a desire to eliminate personal allusions from the discus- 
sion, and yet should fill his own writings with most discourteous 
and frequently false references to Mrs. Eddy. 

Nor can his use of the phrase, "to bring the leaders of 
Christian Science to book," be allowed to pass unrebuked. It 
is in reality an impertinence — if nothing worse — for any one to 
attempt to prejudice public opinion in this manner. The courts 
have decided apparently against the wishes of this critic, and 
honest citizens are in the habit of abiding by judicial decisions. 
His phrase breathes the same spirit of intolerance and reaction 
which was voiced by the Church of England against Wesley and 
Methodism. 

It is no "sacrilege" for modern Christians to try to imitate 
the works of Jesus, because he commanded us to "heal the sick," 
and assured us: "Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that be- 
lieveth on me, the works that I shall do shall he do also; and 
greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my 
Father." Christian Scientists cannot see in the works of Jesus 
mere exhibitions of a "supernatural" power, but rather definite 
results flowing from Jesus' glorious spiritual understanding. 
If Jesus' healing had been wholly "supernatural," He would not 
have said, "The works that I do shall he do also." 

Science and Health, on page 224, says, appropriately: "Be- 
cause you cannot walk on the water and raise the dead, you have 
no right to question the great might of Divine Science in this 
direction. Be thankful that Jesus who was its true demonstra- 
tor did this, and left his example for us. We can use only what 
we understand, and must prove our faith by our works." 

The critic's hesitating and qualified indorsement of "under- 
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standing, faith and prayer," is met by the following words from 
Science and Health, page 98: "We admit that God hath 
almighty power, is a 'present help in time of trouble' ; and yet we 
rely on a drug to heal disease, as if senseless matter had more 
power than omnipotent Spirit." 

In answering the critic's prophecy concerning the Discoverer 
and Founder of Christian Science and Christian Science itself 
"after her death" I can best quote from Mrs. Eddy's message to 
The First Church of Christ, Scientist, in Boston, Massachusetts, 
in which she answered a similar clerical prophecy: "I am sorry 
for my critic, who reckons hopefully on the death of an individual 
who loves God and man ; such foreseeing is not foreknowing, and 
exhibits a startling ignorance of Christian Science and a manifest 
unfitness to criticise it or to compare its literature." 

But what influence can criticism exert upon substantial facts ? 
The simplest ease of healing through Christian Science overturns 
all the objections which a doubting mind can muster in array. 
Sincere searchers after the Truth are accepting the overwhelm- 
ing testimony of Christian Scientists. Looking ahead, they see 
a gradual and glorious conquest of sin and sickness. They also 
see a wonderful readjustment of the relations of men. The whole 
spectacle of these false relations between mortals is a mere spec- 
tacle and nothing more. The greed, envy, hatred and revenge 
which mark these relations and set individuals and nations at 
variance with each other are produced in the last analysis by a 
stupendous fraud called fear. Fear is the stimulus which 
prompts mortals to trample upon each other where there is room 
for all, to rob each other when there is more than enough 
for all. Fear and its progeny fill the hospitals, prisons and in- 
sane asylums. Fear of what ? Fear of want, fear of death. 

Christian Science is waging a warfare of "no quarter" against 
fear expressed in sin and sickness. It brings to this task a 
spiritual understanding derived from the Scriptures, as inter- 
preted to our age by Mrs. Eddy. In order to deliver this mes- 
sage she has passed through the valley of persecution, but the 
day of blind antagonism is passed. The day of loving action and 
co-operation has arrived. 

Mrs. Eddy has shown a deep spiritual nature from her very 
girlhood. She grew up in New Hampshire in a strict New Eng- 
land environment, and to this day she speaks affectionately of the 
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devout clergymen who were in the habit of visiting her father's 
house. "As early as 1862 she began to write down and give to 
friends the result of her Scriptural study, for the Bible was her 
sole teacher." {Science and Health, Preface, page VIII.) In 
1866 she discovered "The system which she denominated Chris- 
tian Science." (Preface, page VIII.) "The first edition of 
Science and Health was published in 1875." (Preface, page X.)' 

In the year 1878 Mrs. Eddy was called to preach in Boston at 
the Baptist Tabernacle of the. Rev. Daniel C. Eddy, D. D. In 
1879 she founded the first Christian Science Church. 

These dates seem very recent when we consider the enormous 
work done in the interval, and they point to Mrs. Eddy as a 
woman of very remarkable gifts. She is now receiving the loving 
gratitude of great multitudes who have never seen her but have 
read her books and benefited by them. In response to a spon- 
taneous desire to express their affection Christian Scientists have 
endowed her with the endearing name of "Mother." This does not 
mean that they worship her personality, as has been stated. They 
reverence her as the person who has by a new spiritual interpre- 
tation of the Scriptures shown them the way out of sin and 
sickness. 

Imagine a world in which the press and the pulpit, the uni- 
versity and the various professions as well as the business world 
should find their chief joy in praising and expressing Life and 
Love ! Imagine a world of happy men and women, starting out to 
do their day's work, guarded, guided and controlled solely by God, 
and fed by Substance! Imagine them manifesting imperishable 
individuality and special gifts, yet dwelling in the One Mind, con- 
scious only of One Power and Intelligence, united in one indis- 
soluble bond, and acknowledging one supreme Being! 

In such a world all so-called material problems would be solved 
by Mind; the everpresent thought of Life would drive away all 
fear of death; the knowledge of Truth would dispel all doubt and 
suspicion, and Love would cast its glow of joy and its glory of 
happiness over all men and over the whole universe. 

W. D. McCrackan. 



